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ENDURING THE STORM II
Romans 8:18



In considering Matthew 11:6, it is a call to evaluate our relationship 

with Jesus. 

Å Are we responding to Him with trust, or are we allowing doubts to 

create distance? 

Å As we study this verse and allow it to minister to us - we find 

encouragement in The Blessings Jesus promises to those who 

remain steadfast in Faith. 

Å Every doubt is an opportunity to deepen our relationship and 

dependence on Him, enabling us to experience His Joy beyond our 

circumstances.

ü Matthew 11:29 - Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I 

am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 

souls.
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üRomans 8:18

For I reckon that the sufferings of 

this present time are not worthy to 

be compared with the glory which 

shall be revealed in us.
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IT IS NOT WHAT HAPPENS TO US THAT 

IS THE MEASURE OF 

OUR MATURITY IN JESUS ð

BUT RATHER ð

OUR RESPONSE TO WHAT HAPPENS 

TO US! 



AFTER THIS - THERE SHALL BE GLORY!!

 We are called to learn and develop in Faith - The Whole 

Armor - because it is ESSENTIAL and of the utmost importance 

for every aspect of our relationship and walk with Jesus in 

fulfilling His Purpose in/through our lives- INDIVIDUALLY and 

CORPORATELY! 

ü Habakkuk 2:4 - ôéé..but the just shall live by his faith.õ

(Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38)

Without Faith - we can do NOTHING ( Nothing of eternal worth)! 

ü John 15:5 - I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 

abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
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DEVELOPMENT OF FAITH ð 

FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE FORMED WHEN A 

BELIEVING HEART RECEIVES THE WORD OF GOD.

ü Romans 10:17 - So then faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

THE ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT FOR FAITH IS 

THE WORD OF GOD!

Prayer aligns us with The Word and thereby 

connects us with The Fullness of The Resources of 

Jesus!
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DEVELOPMENT OF FAITH - 

ü II Peter 1:3-4 - 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all 

things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him 

that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4Whereby are given unto us 

exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 

the world through lust.

Jesus allows tests and afflictions to come to us in order to condition us for 

the fulfillment of His Purpose in us AND AS A MEASURE FOR US TO SEE 

WHERE WE ARE IN OUR FAITH DEVELOPMENT! 
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TRIALS ARE NOT MEANT TO DESTROY US BUT RATHER TO BUILD AND 

DEVELOP SPIRITUAL RESILIENCE - DEEPEN OUR FAITH AND TO DRAW US 

INTO ONENESS WITH JESUS - LOSING OUR IDENTITY AND BEING 

CONSUMED IN HIS IDENTITY - HE MUST INCREASE - WE MUST DECREASE 

(John 3:30)

ü James 1:2-3 - 2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 

temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 

patience.

ü Romans 5:1-4 - 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by 

faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, 

hope:
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ü I Peter 1:5-7 - 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein ye greatly 

rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 

through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much 

more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 

might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 

Jesus Christ:

ü Psalm 119:71 - 71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I 

might learn thy statutes.

ü Deuteronomy 8:1-3 - 1 All the commandments which I command thee 

this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in 

and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers. 
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ü Deuteronomy 8:1-3 - 2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the 

Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 

thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou 

wouldest keep his commandments, or no. 3 And he humbled thee, and 

suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest 

not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that 

man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of the Lord doth man live.

The Test of our Faith is to TRUST JESUS 
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TRUST IS FAITH IN ACTION

When we Trust Jesus - HE DOES THE REST

THE KEY TO TRUSTING JESUS IS OBEDIENCE!

ü  John 14:15 - If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Å Obedience is submitting ourselves to what Jesus Requires of us. It is the 

aspect of our Faith that comes from SUBMISSION. SURRENDER, AND 

COMPLIANCE TO HIS WORD/WILL.

Å Obedience is our UNRESERVED WILLINGNESS to comply with Jesus and 

those who He has given to us as His Vessels. 

Å When we live in - and exercise complete obedience to Jesus - we become 

the conduits/instruments through which He accomplishes His 

Will/Purpose.



TRUST IS FAITH IN ACTION

üJohn 15:4-5 - 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 

abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in 

me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me 

ye can do nothing.

üMatthew 11:29 - 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 

meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

ôIT IS DOUBTFUL THAT GOD CAN USE A MAN GREATLY - WHOM HE 

DOESNõT FIRST BRUISE DEEPLYõ - AW TOZER.

ABRAHAM IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF FAITH IN ONE 

WHO WALKS WITH GOD! 
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THE HAMMER ð THE FILE ð AND THE FURNANCE - 

Rutherford

üRomans 8:28 - 4And we know that all things work 

together for good to them that love God, to them 

who are called according to his purpose.

The Word of God speaks to us in living terms to meet us 

where we are and to minister The Life of Jesus to us - in 

order to strengthen, motivate, and encourage us. 

Jesus declares:

ü St John 6:63 -ôThe Words that I speak unto you, 

they are Spirit, and they are Life.õ
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When we are encountering the trials and 

tribulations of life, we need that source of infinite 

wisdom and power to sustain us. The rough 

turbulence of life can cause us to lose our balance 

and to take our eyes away from Jesus. The Word of 

God and Prayer are The stabilizing Forces that 

steadies us so that all of experiences - our tests and 

trials, unchartered waters - will serve to mature and 

develop us in our Faith Walk with Jesus! Here is an 

excerpt from A.W. Tozer that I am sharing to help us 

entreat our trials as growth opportunities to reflect 

The Faithfulness and The Glory of Jesus:  

THE HAMMER, THE FILE, & THE FURNACE
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