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TRUE FREEDOM IS ONLY 
FOUND IN SURRENDER



MOVING FORWARD IN THE PROMISE 

ÅA Proper Perspective -  (A reviewé)

ÅI have not yet achieved / attained that for which I 

am apprehended of by Jesus.

ÅRequires of each of us A Personal Assessment ð 

o Our Relationship with Jesus 

o Knowing / Discovering our Purpose - The key 

for Knowing / Discovering our Purpose is 

SUBMISSION & OBEDIENCE.  

o Get involved in The Ministry - use our gift(s) - 

Be FAITHFUL (I Cor 4:2) 

o Where am I in my course/race?
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OUR FRAMEWORK FOR MOVING FORWARD IN THE PROMISE



LIFE APPLICATION - 

Jesus didnõt say - ôAdd me to your lifeõ.

He didnõt say ôBelieve in me and live however you wantõ.

He said - DENY YOURSELF! 

What Does it Actually Mean to Deny Yourself?

TAKE UP YOUR CROSSé..

Why did Jesus choose The Cross as the symbol of 

Discipleship?

FOLLOW ME
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



TRUE DISCIPLESHIP will cost you ð

× Daily Studying - Applying - Practicing The Word - even when you donõt 

feel like it! 

× A Consistent Prayer Life - even when it seems like nothing is happening 

ð even when Jesus is silent!

× Choosing Righteousness when sin would be easier! 
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

THE CROSS IS HEAVY

THE CROSS IS PAINFUL 

BUT IT IS THE ONLY WAY TO ETERNAL LIFE!



TRUE DISCIPLESHIP will cost you ð

JESUS HIMSELF CARRIED HIS CROSS BEFORE US 

× HE SUFFERED BEFORE US 

× HE ENDURED BEFORE US 

AND NOW HE CALLS US TO FOLLOW IN HIS FOOTSTEPS

BUT THE CROSS IS NOT JUST ABOUT SUFFERING - THE CROSS IS ABOUT 

VICTORY - BECAUSE AFTER JESUSõ CROSS CAME RESURRECTION! 

JESUS DIDNõT CARRY THE CROSS JUST TO DIE - HE CARRIED IT TO DEFEAT 

SIN AND DEATH! 

WHEN WE CARRY OUR CROSS DAILY - WHEN WE CRUCFY OUR SIN -

WHEN WE DIE TO OURSELVES -

WE ARE STEPPING INTO TRUE LIFE!  
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



ü TRUE FREEDOM IS FOUND IN SURRENDER! 

ü TRUE LIFE IS FOUND IN DYING TO OURSELVES! 

ü BUT ONLY THOSE WHO CARRY THEIR CROSS DAILY WILL EXPERIENCE 

THE POWER OF RESURRECTION LIFE! 

JESUS SAYS - FOLLOW ME NO MATTER THE COST!

FOLLOWING JESUS WILL COST 

× For some it cost you your reputation - you will be mocked - rejected - 

misunderstood

× The world no longer sees Christlike values as respectable - it sees it as 

offensive 

× Biblical Truth is now considered as intolerant 
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



ü TRUE FREEDOM IS FOUND IN SURRENDER! 

ü TRUE LIFE IS FOUND IN DYING TO OURSELVES! 

ü BUT ONLY THOSE WHO CARRY THEIR CROSS DAILY WILL EXPERIENCE 

THE POWER OF RESURRECTION LIFE! 

ü Phil 3:10- That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and 

the fellowship of his  sufferings, being made conformable unto his 

death

ARE YOU CARRYING YOUR CROSS ð

OR ARE YOU AVOIDING IT? 

ARE YOU TRULY FOLLOWING JESUS 

OR ARE YOU DOING ONLY WHAT IS 

COMFORTABLE TO YOU?

8

COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



Jesus never said - Follow me when it is easy - He said - ôFOLLOW MEõ - NO 

MATTER THE COST!

Jesus didnõt just say - ôTake up your Crossõ - 

He Take your Cross - DAILY! (Luke 9:23)

That ONE WORD - ôDAILYõ changes everything! 

Because it means that this not just a ôONE TIMEõ decision ð

× It is not something you do once at the altar or in a Worship Service 

× Itõs not something you commit to only when itõs easy - only to set it 

down when things get hard and rugged

THE CROSS - OUR CROSS - IS NOT A MOMENT IN TIME ð

IT IS A LIFESTYLE!!
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



To many - taking up your Cross means making one big sacrifice - giving up 

a sinful habit - overcoming a stronghold - or making a bold stand for their 

Faith 

But Jesus wasnõt just talking about one grand gesture of onesõ Faith 

HE IS TALKING ABOUT A DAILY- CONTINUOUS - NEVER ENDING 

SURRENDER! 

EVERY SINGLE DAY -

Å We must choose to die to ourselves 

Å We must Choose to Follow/OBEY Jesus 
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



Every Day we wake up there is a battle going on within us 

Å A Battle between the flesh and The Spirit 

ü Galatians 5:17 - For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 

against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so 

that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

Every Day - we must choose -  Will I live for myself - or - Will I Live for 

Jesus?

THE CROSS MUST BE TAKEN UP DAILY - 

Å Because the fight against sin is Daily 

Å The Need for surrender is Daily

Å The Battle for obedience is Daily 
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



AND

IF WE ARE NOT CARRYING OUR CROSS TODAY - WE ARE FOLLOWING 

SOMETHING - BUT IT IS NOT JESUS!

The Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 15:31 declares - 

ôééé.I die Daily.õ

Å EVERY DAY - We must put our personal desires and ambitions to death 

Å EVERY DAY - We have to choose Jesus over our personal comforts 

Å EVERY DAY - We must wake up saying ð

ôLord. Not my will -But YOURS!õ 

Å EVEN WHEN WE DONõT FEEL LIKE IT

Å EVEN WHEN IT COSTS US SOMETHING

Å EVEN WHEN ITõS HARD
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



ITõS CHOOSING HOLINESS - WHEN SIN LOOKS EASIER

ITõS CHOOSING TO FORGIVE - WHEN BITTERNESS FEELS JUSTIFIED 

ITõS CHOOSING TO OBEY - WHEN YOU DONõT UNDERSTAND WHY

In Luke 14:27 - Jesus says: And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 

come after me, cannot be my disciple

CANNOT - NOT SHOULD NOT - BE MY DISCIPLE

BUT HEREõS THE GOOD NEWS - THE CROSS IS NEVER CARRIED IN VAIN

Because when we crucify our selfish desires and ambitionsé
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COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



WE RECEIVE JESUSõ DESIRES - 

ü Psalm 37:4 - Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the 

desires of thine heart.

WHEN WE DIE TO OUR WAYS ð

WE WALK IN HIS PURPOSE!!

WHEN WE SURRENDER EVERYTHING -

WE GAIN EVERYTHING!!

ü Luke 9:24 - For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever 

will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.

14

COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS



1. This is accomplished in us/through us as we walk/live in 

COMPLETE OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD/WILL OF JESUS (Phil 2:13)

2. An INTENTIONAL DAILY COMMITMENT to THE STUDY - APPLYING - 

& PRACTICE OF THE WORD

3. This BUILDS FAITH that empowers us to live according to The 

Word/Will of Jesus (Romans 10:17)

4. PRAYER connects with The Spiritual Resources of Jesus that aligns 

us in ONENESS with Jesus (I John 5:14 - 15)
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LIFE APPLICATION



EVERTHING THAT JESUS IS - HE IS FOR US - THAT IS THE ONLY 
REASON THAT GOD WAS MANIFESTED AS ONE OF US! 

EVERYTHING THAT HE IS TO US - HE IS TO US PERSONALLY - HE 
IS ALWAYS MULTITASKING - WORKING IN US 

INDIVIDUALLY/PERSONALLY YET AT THE SAME TIME WEAVING 
US TOGETHER IN THE TAPESTRY OF HIS ETERNAL KINGDOM!!!
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As I journey through the land, 

singing as I go,

Pointing souls to Calvary ñ 

to the crimson flow,

Many arrows pierce my soul from 

without, within;

But my Lord leads me on, through 

Him I must win.

Oh I Want to See Himð Rufus H. Cornelius

When in service for my Lord 

dark may be the night,

But Iõll cling more close to Him, 

He will give me light;

Satanõs snares may vex my 

soul, turn my thoughts aside;

But my Lord goes ahead, leads 

whateõer betide.
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Refrain:

Oh, I want to see Him, look upon His face,

There to sing forever of His saving grace;

On the streets of glory let me lift my voice,

Cares all past, home at last, ever to rejoice.


