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Movmg F()rward m

COUNTING THE COST
()F F()LL()WING J ESUS




OUR FRAMEWORK FOR MOVING FORWARD IN THE PRON
MOVING FORWARD IN THE PROMISE
A A Proper Perspective ( A revi ewé)

A1 have not yet achieved / attained that for which |
am apprehended of by Jesus.

A Requires of each of us A Personal Assessmeit
o Our Relationship with Jesus

0 Knowing / Discovering our Purpose The key
for Knowing / Discovering our Purpose is
SUBMISSION & OBEDIENCE.

0 Get involved in The Ministryuse our gift(s)-
Be FAITHFUL (I Cor 4:2)

o Where am | in my course/race?




Luke 14:28-33 - 28 For which of you, intending to build
a tower, sitteth not down first, andcounteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish i? 2° Lest haply,
after he hath laid the foundation, ands not able to
finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him
30 Saying, This man began tbuild, andwas not able
to finish. 3! Or what king, going to make war against
another king, sitteth not down first, andconsulteth
whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him
that cometh against him with twenty thousan® 32 Or
else, while the other is yet a great way off, heendeth
e = an ambassage, andlesireth conditions of peace
T 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you thdbrsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

What if everything you thought about
following waswrong?

What 1 f following Je
feeling good, living comfortably,or
chasing your owndreams?

What if Jesus never promised an easy
life - but instead warnedthat following

Him would COST YOU EVERYTHING - ;
becauseT HAT0S EXACTLY WHAT HE DI D!




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS
LIFE APPLICATION

U Luke9-23 And he said to them all, Ifany man will come

after me, let him deny himself, and take up his crossdaily,
and follow me.

This is a verse some may not like to considerbut it is a verse
that ALLwhoareo pr essing towards The

The High Calling mustméketheiri n C
North Star-their uncompromising foundation!

Thisis not a message that fills sanctuaries and balconies to
overflowing-becauset hi s 1 sndot about B

Breakthroughs or personal successlHIS IS ABOUT DEATH!




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

LIFE APPLICATION

Jesus di6dAdodt nmseaytba your |1 f e
He di doBeél isewe i n me andd.li ve howe"

Hesaid-DENY YOURSELF!

What Does it Actually Mean to Denyfourself?

TAKE UP YOUR CROSSé . RGNS
| THE COST,

Whydid Jesus choose The Cross dke symbol of
Discipleship? \ FOLLOW "

FOLLOWVE JESUS \




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

Howdo we Truly know if we ardollowing Him or just claiming HisName?
DENY YOURSELF

What does it mean to DenyYourself?

This the first and foundational step in following Jesusbecause it goes
against everything we have been in our secular training.

Welive in aworld whichsays6 FOL L OW Y O UStripttie safsttad
us-6 The heart I s deceitful above all
can know it? @ergmiah 19:9)

The World says Do whatever makes you happy! Jesus say® Wh oev er
loves their life will lose it- but whoever loses their life for my sake will find
i t. o(Mat)rhew 10: 39



COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

Theworld says- Put yourself first-

Jesussays0 De ny Y-QhusrissvherefTide Christlike
Discipleship begins.

Not with Self Improvement- Not with Religious Activities-
BUT WITH SELIBENIAL!

Self Denial is not just about giving ugJnChristliketraits and
behaviors- even more-IT IS ABOUTOMPLETELY DENY
SURRENDERING EVERYTHING TO THE WILL OF-JES YOURSELF
LAYING DOWN YOUR RIGHY®UR DESIREYOUR w
PLANS- YOUR ENTIRE LIFE AND PUTTING JESUS-FIRST
EVEN WHEN IT COSTS YOU!

» WHATEVER YOU SAY - | WILL DO!
» WHENEVER YOU LEAD - | WILL GO!




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

IT MEANS YOUR FEELINGS NO LONGER RYQU

YOUR PREFERENCES NO LONGER DICTATE YOUR
OBEDIENCE:

YOUR DREAMS YOUR AMBITIONS
YOUR COMFORTSALL BELONG TO JESUS

HIS IDENTITY BECOMES OURENTITY
\ THIS IS TRUE ONENESS WITH JESUS!!




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

U Gal 2:20-1am crucified with Christ:neverthelessl live; yet not I, but
Christliveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me

THIS IS THE PARADOX OF ONENESS VBESHS
A When you give up everything for Jesusyou gain far more than
you could everlose.
A When you deny yourself You find your True Identity irHim.
A When you let go of your plans You step into The Purpose of
Jesus for youllife.
A When you give up your life You gain Eternalife.




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

TAKE UP YOUR CROSS DAILY

The Cross was an instrument of tortureit was an
instrument of humiliation - it was a slow painful death- and
yet Jesus tells us that this is what it means to follow Him!

Most people may want a version of
require suffering-a Faith that fits neatly in their life without

disrupting their plans-a Salvation without sacrifice- Grace

without obedience- THEY WANT JESUS AS THEIR SAVIOR
BUT NOT AS LORD OF THEIR LIFE! This is why many walk
away fromJesusn ot because they -dog
but because they donot wanti




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

FollowingJesus- Pressing toward The Markis not about comfort-1 t 0 s
about dying to ourselves EVERY SINGDAY'!

This means thatTRUE DISCIPLESHIP vekist youd

X Forsome it will cost you your dreams and ambitions the plans you for
yourself- surrendering them toJesus- Trusting that His Purpose is
greater thanyour own.

X Forsome it means staying Faithful even when life falls apartwhen
Prayers seems unansweredwhen suffering seems unbearable when
Jesus seemssilent.

x Crucifyingthe flesh - Putting to Death those things that hinder our
fellowship and relationship withJesus.

x Dalily Obedience- When no one iswatching!




COUNTING THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS
TRUE DISCIPLESHIP will cost yiu

x Dalily Studying- Applying- PracticingTheWorc even when yo
feel like it!

x A Consistent Prayer Life even when it seems like nothing ishappening
d evenwhen Jesuss silent!

X ChoosingRighteousness when sin would beasier!

THE CROSS IS HEAVY
THE CROSS IS PAINFUL
BUT IT IS THE ONLY WAY TO ETERNAL LIFE!



